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1997	 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (PL 105–17) is reauthorized, providing a major retooling and expansion of services 
for students with disabilities and their families.

2001	 No Child Left Behind Act (PL 107–110) is enacted; a major educational reform effort focusing on academic achievement of 
students and qualifications of teachers.

2004	 Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (PL 108–446) is passed; aligns IDEA legislation with provisions of No 
Child Left Behind; modifies the individualized education program process in addition to changes affecting school discipline, 
due process, and evaluation of students with disabilities.

2008	 Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments (PL 110–325) are enacted; expand statutory interpretation of a disability while 
affording individuals with disabilities greater protections.

2010	 Rosa’s law (PL 111–256) is enacted; removes the terms mental retardation and mentally retarded from federal health, 
education, and labor statues. Preferred language is now intellectual disability.

SOURCE: Based on information from the 75th Anniversary Issue, Teaching Exceptional Children, 29(5), 1997, pp. 5–49.
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idea and the concept of related services. IDEA, in fact, mandates that educational 
assessments of a student’s strengths and needs be multidisciplinary and that related 
services be provided to meet the unique requirements of each learner. Examples of 
related services include:

•• Audiology
•• Interpreting services
•• Medical services
•• Nutrition
•• Occupational therapy
•• Orientation and mobility
•• Parent counseling
•• Physical therapy
•• Psychology
•• Recreational therapy
•• Rehabilitation counseling
•• School nurse services
•• Social work
•• Speech and language
•• Transportation
•• Vocational education

Related services are neither complete nor exhaustive, and additional services—such 
as assistive technology devices or interpreters for pupils with hearing impairments—
may be required if a student is to benefit from a special education. The issue of what 
constitutes a related service, however, has generated some controversy among educa-
tors and school administrators. Disagreements are also common as to what kinds of 
services should be provided by the public schools and which services are rightfully the 
responsibilities of the child’s parent(s).

There is a growing recognition of the importance of professionals working together 
regardless of the different disciplines they may represent. No one discipline or profes-
sion possesses all of the resources or clinical skills needed to construct the appropriate 
interventions and educational programs for children and young adults with disabili-
ties, a large number of whom have complex needs. Although the idea of professionals 
working together in a cooperative fashion has been part of special education since the 


